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In 1913, as part of an effort to create a more visually appealing area around 
the Iowa State Capitol, the Iowa State Capitol Grounds Extension and 
Renovation Project was authorized by the Thirty-fifth General Assembly. 
 
The Executive Council was instructed to purchase any or all of the 50 to 60 
acres surrounding the Capitol within the following 10 years.  At the time, 
however, many Iowans felt that this was merely a plan to provide Des 
Moines with a beautiful park at the expense of taxpayers.  Before the project 
even got started, people began to question the necessity of such an 
undertaking.  Animosity began to develop among several of the state’s 
citizens.  Some argued the grounds around the Capitol were fine, while 
others considered the area an eyesore.  Inevitably, the issue was brought to 
the Iowa Supreme Court. 

        These pictures depict the views looking toward the Capitol from the east.  
 
Project officials provided compelling photographic evidence to the court of 
the clutter and decay surrounding the Capitol.  A series of four panoramic 
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photographs portraying a tidier area promoted the cause of those who 
opposed the project.  
 

 
 
This series of panoramic photographs was taken in 1913.  Each photo was 
taken from the second floor of the Capitol.  This is a study of the buildings 
and homes to the east and the north.  

 
This photograph is the view from the second floor looking east of the Capitol 
at East Eleventh Street.  Grand Avenue is on the far left and Walnut Street 
on the far right.  The street running through the center of the photograph is 
Capitol Avenue, which ran almost to the east steps of the Capitol.  Both East 
Eleventh Street and this portion of Capitol Avenue no longer exist.  All of this 
area is now legislative parking.  
 
Pictured to the far left, across Grand Avenue, is the Historical, Memorial and 
Arts building, completed in 1910.  The building is now known as the Ola 
Babcock Miller Building.  The house depicted on the corner of East Eleventh 
Street and Grand Avenue (423 E. 11th) belonged to John Day.  The house 
next door (419 E. 11th) belonged to Gideon Ellyson.  To the right, between 
Capitol Avenue and Walnut Street, is the building housing the State Dairy 
and Food Commission. 

1913 Panoramic East View from the Iowa State Capitol 
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John Day home        State Dairy and Food Commission 
                Gideon Ellyson home 
 
 
 
 
                                                    June 7, 1913 
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                                                          June 13, 2001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

Correction:  Lyon donated about an acre, and Scott donated 
                                  about 9.5 acres. 
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This photograph is looking north from the Capitol at Grand Ave from East 
Ninth Street to the far left to East Twelfth Street on the far right.  To the left 
between East Ninth Street and East Tenth Street is residential housing.  The 
brick structure on the corner of East Tenth Street and Grand Avenue is listed 
in the 1913 Des Moines City Directory as vacant.  

The photograph on the left was taken from Des Moines Street looking south 
toward the Capitol.  The photograph on the right was taken from the north steps 
of the Capitol. 
 
 
 
 

1913 Panoramic North View from the Iowa State Capitol 
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                                            East Tenth Street 
 

Straight north is the paper warehouse in front of the Capitol power plant. 
Behind and to the right of the power plant the large white home was the 
Beyer home.  It was later used by Governor Harding as a Governor’s 
residence, then converted to state office space for Vocational Rehabilitation, 
and then torn down to make room for the Jessie M. Parker Building.  The 
steeple is Wesley Methodist Church.  To the far right is the Ola Babcock 
Miller Building. 
 

Paper warehouse 
 
  
Wesley Methodist        
Church 
 
 
Jackson Beyer home 
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                                            Jackson Beyer home 
 
 
 
 
                                                    June 7, 1914 
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                                                    May 29, 1965 
 

This frame house on Des Moines Street has been a private home, a governor’s 
residence, the headquarters for the State Department of Health, and the Vocational 
Education 
Training 
Center—its 
present role.  
Ramps and a 
fire escape chute 
on the left side 
of the building 
were installed 
because 
handicapped 
persons receive 
training there.  
The tip of the 
Capitol dome 
rises above the 
trees. 
 
 

The Iowa Capitol Grounds:  1913 Extension and Reconstruction Project  
This booklet contains the proposed improvements, pictures, and newspaper 
articles of the period.  This booklet is also available for purchase in the 
Capitol Gift Shop. 
 
 
 

 
 
                

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/IF/782983.pdf

